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BACKGROUND:              

• Recent migrants, refugees and people from culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CALD) backgrounds are a particularly vulnerable group in Australia, 
often presenting with advanced-stage cancer and facing limited access to 
appropriate health services.

• While evidence is growing around the specifi c health care needs of recent 
migrants, refugees and people from CALD backgrounds, research into 
cancer control within these populations has been limited – primarily due to 
gaps in available data.

AIM:                

• To characterise and address important gaps in the incidence, prognosis and 
management of cancer among recent migrants, refugees and people from 
CALD backgrounds.

METHODS:                

• Data from multiple sources – including the 2011 and 2016 Census, MBS, 
PBS, death registrations, Australian Immunisation Register, National Disability 
Insurance Scheme, DOMINO, ATO, and migration dataset – will be linked 
and relevant variables extracted for statistical analysis.

IMPACT                         

• The fi ndings will help identify specifi c patient groups and communities 
requiring targeted education on cancer prevention and screening, as 
well as those who may need improved access to care. The project will 
also highlight potential barriers and inform policy changes required to 
support equitable healthcare access for CALD populations.

• More broadly, implementing recommendations from the project’s 
health economic evaluation could result in health systems cost savings 
and support the delivery of more effi  cient, value-based care.
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FACTS:                       

• Cancer is a leading cause of 
death in NSW, accounting 
for more than 14,000 deaths 
in 2017.  

• Recent migrants and 
refugees experience higher 
rates of infectious diseases, 
nutritional defi ciencies 
and undiagnosed or 
undertreated chronic 
illnesses. Certain infection-
related cancers are more 
prevalent among some 
migrant groups compared 
to the Australian-born 
population.


